Larry Collins Esq.

p.a. Mssrs Robert Laffond
6 pl.Saint Sulpice

Paris 6 e.

XX XX XXX XXX X XXX XXXXLXXX
AXXAXXKAXX
29 Rothenburgerstrasse
8502 Zirndorf
W,Germany

26 Jan,66.

Dear Mr.Collins -

I have Just finished reading "Paris brule-t=il "
and want to congratulate you and ¥.,Dominique Laperre
for your splendld achlevement. Le recit est tellement
vivant that I have re-1iv&d those glorious days all
over again.

I was then chief of the Foreign Liaison on Gen.Bradley's
staff, in Edie Sibert's seection, G=-2., and so present at
the gare Montparnasse from the early morning. When
they brought v.Choltitz I was sent in to ask him for
the text of his order to cease all resistance in the
various sections of the city where fighting was still
going on, as I was the onlg person available who wrote
German, I then typed 18 such orders (photographed
in your buok)_on a very old and tottering typewriter
in the station masters room, took it to v.Choltitz
for signature. -

The above 1is not important, as anyone could have
doen if he knew German. There is a point which T
would like you to know: I was a captain in the US Army
but a Polish ecitizen, and as Warsaw was often on
peoples minds in those days, and in eonnection with
the situation in Paris, it was somewhat symbolic that
a Pole would have to write v.Choltitz' order, If
I am not mistaken Lt.Col.Robert Low, from G-2 V Corps
who was also present, and called on me for the above
purpose, told v.Choltitz "a Pole wrote your order",

During dinner at the Ritz with Sibert, Bruce, and
Ernie Hemingway & his FFI we saw four ageless ladles
at a table in the corner: the maltre d'hotel told me
that they had lived in the hotel during the whole
occupation, and one of them, and Ameriean, had not
left her room once during the whole four years, and
drank Sour or five bottles of Bordeau every day =
large Bats and feathery boas - you can see the kind.

Again with warmest thanks for this wonderful book,

to you and Lapierre, I am
sincerely

Paul Sapieha



Paul Capieha

C.0 PAIRC

Augustenstrasse 46

B Munich 2 7 Fabr. 1972

Colonel Chet Hansen
696 Cheese Spring Road
New Cannaean
Comn. 06840

Dear Chet =

I am a bit late in answering Bert's letter to us
all Esgles; +the reason is thta it was the end of the
year and so extremely busy, and you will forgive.

I am sending you the copy of what some years ago
I wrote to Collins (Is faris burning) which is not
very interesting ot exciting, however it may fill some
€ap in the souvenir of the liberation of Paris.

‘here is one amusing incident which I did not tell,
and that is that when we, Gen.Sibert and I got to the
Honparnasse station there was alot of shooting going on,
and as shooting in town is rather different from elsewhere,
ricochet bullets were flying around. I asked Gen. §
to lie down as cover was a bit too far, and so we wers
ofcourse lyirg in the gutter - the General remarked that
it was probably the first time that a captain telle a
general to get down into a gutter. To appease him I gave
him a piece of brasaed, rather stale.

When the 2nd Armoured (French) found an open car for
Gen, de Gaulle, he drove away standing up in it, and looked
like a wooden statue, as he never smiled at the cheering
crowd = this was typical of his attitude toward the publie,
and to the very last he never changed. As de “Yaulle
was chief of state after Paris was cleared of Germens, he
received Gen. Eisenhower standing in his of fice, and
after the few moments they had together, did not accompny
our “eneral to the door. :

When I was in Bruxelles in November 4/ there was some
national anniversary, and a ceremony in the Cathedral,
General Erskine was ti.en governor, and was present, After
this ceremony I saw the foll. scene: Gen.Erakine came
out of church, and got into his Rolls; a widdow'on ihe
left side of the Rolls was open, and I saw a fellow in an
old bowler, and & mackintosh stick his head into the car
saying to Erskine: a b d i c a t w,

That ies zbout it. I am not sure you want to use any
of it, but I thought I better send it to you. And now
my most respectful regards to our General, and lots of
good luck to you, as ever your

PsSapieha



lear pr.Collins -

As promised I nave tried to reconstitute in my memory the happenings
Just before and during the Paris operation. 1 went to Eze sur pyer
to spend two days with Albert feo Bel | nis name is spelilt Le Bel - two
words) who at tne time was chief of the French Liaison wission to
12th L.Group,.and whom you mention p.230 and on, to refresh my memory

and discuss with him your questions.

To begin with, T would like to say, that there was never any question
as to the liberation of paris by French troops, and so Leclerc - the
question only was when, at what stage of operations against the Qermans,
Neither Le Bel, nor myself - and we were in constant and daily contact
with Gen. Sibert - were under the impression that he was"against any
change of strategic plans" during the last days before the crucial
decisions were taken. he was aware of his great responsibility as
G-2 of Army Group, and as long as I knew him based his Epiniuns on fasts
only. Col., Le Bel and myself, as chief of the Liaiaon gection G-2
of Army Group, an&w#ha.effiaera-af\tha French Mission assigned to most

Fiietete thalirn ol v )
units from Army, Corps,Division, down to battalion,rcollected as much
information as possible, and channlelled all to gen Sibert personally,
as well as to the (-2 of the different and pertinent commanders.
All informants with whom we were in touch during those days agreed on
the situation in Paris - i,e. that if left without our quick intervention
all-out reprisals by the germans were to be expected resulting:z;‘;lbatt1E'
for Paris which was to be avoided at all cost,

Wajor de Legge of the French Army, LeBel's assistant and deputy, came
with us to Rambouillet (tnis must have been 22 Aug.) where he had been
garriscqed before the war, and where he knew many residentsy we therefore
left him there to get as much information about Paris a8 possible., He
returned during the might same night to Laval and reported having phoned

to the Prefet de la Seine in Paris who gave him a very exact picture of

the situation, and pointed out the most ursah+ need for {ntervewtim by
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allied troops - this was one more confirmation on info which we already
had.

It is worth mentioning, entre parenthese, that when we arrived at the
hotel e Grand Veneur in Rambouillet during the afterncon of that
22 Aug.,we found Ernie Hemﬁ&gway in GI dress, with no insignia what-
soever with a rather motley entourage of FFIls. Ernie asked me
immediately what if any decisions had been taken on the Paris operation,
being very adamant himself that Paris must be taken immediately, and
was evidently guite au courant of the situation theesituaties there.
He also told me that he would be one of the first—in Paris, This
last remark, I think, was prompted by the difficulties he had to f;aa
having "tresspassed" as an accredited journalist because of kExing
carrying Zrm® weapons.

pefore mm going to Rambouillet we had been in Ghar£rea. gare
a French captain and & doctor (names have escaped us) who both had just
come out of Paris, informed us in detail on the situation later
confirmed by the Prefet de La Seine to de Legge. WEJEDDK the captain
to HQ. XX Corps, and saw gen. Walton H,Walker, commanding. Gen Walker
decided to send the captain to Gen,Patton, 5rd.Army. Whether this
captain was Gallois ot not, I eannot recall - both Le Bel and myself
think it was not. %

Personally I do not remember having had any contact with Gallois -
I.knaw about his presence at 12 A.Gr.HQ and tnat Le Bel had spoken to
him, also that he was advised by the latter to go as soon as possible
to Leclero's HQ as that would be his best chance to get back to Paris
guickly. As far as I remember, this is also what happened.

I remember Leclerc's arrival at HQ@ in Laval on the day of the Grandvill
SHAEﬁ‘meeting, and his impatient waiting at the airstrip for Gen Bradleys
and Siberts return from that meeting, which took place late in the

afterncon. Sibert arrived first, and informed Leclerc that he would he

ve to march on Paris, Gen.Bradley then landed, confirmed this, and aduwed
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told him to get his marching orders from his Corps commander, Gen,
Leonhard Gerow, Vth Corps - auding the phrases mentioned by you in
the book. gallois was aefinitely not present during this scene

at the airstrip, nor was he at HQ 12 A.Gr. unymcre{
We were aware of Hitlers orders to make Paris into a bastion to be

defended street by street, and of trhe mining of the bridges. I
st
did not know about,was going on in Warsaw at this point - I was too

busy with our own war - and only learnt scraps of news about the

rising from friends in Paris. =l
r A .

[ L [

After v.Choltitz had been brought to the Gare montparnasse, Lt, Unli ?‘:

of G-2 ¥th Corps, an old friend of mine, came in ‘5'1ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁatfiﬁg;a i

was, and asked if I spoke and wrote Germen tluentlys; haviqgﬂg ed, \
; Al i A el e 3
ne toid me to follow nim, amd that L must ask von Choltitz for the woraing
o gl i =
: el
nf his order to all stili resisting German unizgi!EF!!!éﬁ'rire. Low and

1 entered the station master's offices, where von Choltitz was sitting at

a desk. Having saluted nim, 1 asked him in German :or his order which he
bt A e

dictated to me. He looked grim and thoroughly at-the emnd. L wrote his srder

with 12 copies »n an ->id ana ratrer unwieldy tycewriter and having finishea

called Lowj we went in 1o Choltitz' »ffice together. Low tnen asked him

t» sign tne 1% copies - and added, printing at ue in Englishs Polish -

I translated Low's request, v.Cnoltitz naving nad a good luok at me,

picked up a pen and signea 18 times - he said nothing however. tTne sraer”

was 'hen cistributed among Leclerc's sfticers,

L do not remember any comments from either Low or any ofticer of tne Vth

vorps on Leclerc's acceptance of the surrender. It all happened so fast

that we could only watech from a distance, and as for me, I felt it to be

quite normal, as Leclerc's orders were to take Paris, and his officers

captured v,Choltitsz.

I sar de Gaulle after his arrival at the Montparnasse station and watched

his departure in the open car in which he was standing - what struck me




ind otkers, and we all commented on it, was his stiff and unsmiling

figure passing through crowds of enthusiastically cheering people.

At about 6 pm. General Sibert decided we should go into town - I suggested
the Ritz to be our goal f or this occasion, We started out in our jeep,

and it took us a good }f#'hourf fﬁ make our way there. When we arrived,

the management reaéived us with all signs of the greatest joy - as we

#ent t9 our rooms, the maids hugged and kissed us - we already had heads
and faces full of lipstick from sur slov progress through the boulevards
and especially the place de la Concorde, Having washed, we met in the
restaurant where we were joined by, Col. David Bruce »f the 0SS and sat

down to a1m:al of powdered egg omelet, with canned peas and a pear compotte-
food was scarce and not good, but of course the champagne was excellent,

As I wrote you,in each corner there was *e be-hatted and be-boad lady.
the maitre d'hotel told me three were English and one was American.The
iatter had spent all the years of the occupation in her room seeing no-one,
and drank 4 bottles of red wine a day with food served in her room.

At a long table in the middle of the restaurant was Ernie, with his
armed egcort of seven. They had all been drinking for some time and were
too merry for any comments. Ernie came over to our table saying "I made it"
and we all drank to Paris, to France and to ourselves - I then joined him
at his table and again toasts were exchanged with his seven men. The

ax W badbrocms
evening ended in a very high mood, and the lack »f hot watezﬁwas a gaving -
we slept soundly with the feeling of greatest elation and gratitude for

the way things had gone.
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